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corporations in Omaha. How come nobody goes to them and says,
hey, fellas, you know 775? You k now that big tax break we' re
g iv i n g y o u p e o p l e ? How come you ' r e f i r i ng al l t he se go od
people? I thought you were going to be hiring more people, but
they' re not. They are just letting them go down the tube, but
they' re still going to qualify for their tax exemptions for the
next 14 years. They don't have to pay taxes for seven years and
if at the end of seven years they still haven't paid it, they
get another seven years free ride to pay it back. I'm prepared
to stand up here a nd fight till dawn. I may lose. In fact, I
know that I am not goin g to sway any more votes than have
already been up there against this monstrosity. And you' ll be
able to go back to your constituents and say, hey, I did that
f or jobs. You ' re taking money from the people ou t in rura l
Nebraska where t hey keep saying they need more and more help,
food stamps. M any of them that have never k nown wha t it was
like to be o n Social Assistance are going to be on it for they
aren't going to lose jobs. T ho s e who work f or the in sur ance
companies will be put out of work unless we give them a free tax
ride and by giving them a free tax ride we' re helping the people
out in greater Nebraska. Are we? What are we doing for anybody
with t his except 'ie companies'? Never before ha e I ever known
a Revenue Committee that introduced so many bil~ to g iv e aw av
the s t ate's tax base. I can remember several .=ars ago sitting
with Vard Johnson and other s enators i n Omah a and Vard was
telling me, Marge, what we' ve got to do is broaden the tax base
rn this state. Real estate isn't getting it. W e jus t c an ' t
raise any more real estate taxes, the income tax, the sales tax.
Vard, I'm sur e you rem ember that night in Johnny's after the
bankers banquet and you kept saying we have to broaden th e tax
base. And w hen Vard is given the chance, I feel sorry for you,
Vard, being the Chairman of the R evenue Co mmittee an d giv ing
away the tax bas e. I know you ' ve had an awful lot of sad
letters from people about it. I know that so m e of your
constituents were upset and I'm sure you' ll probably be taking a
lot of heat for a long time and I'm sure you probably had a good
reason as Revenue Chairman for doing that. I wouldn't question
it. I feel sorry for you though, being the Revenue Chairman and
having to vote to give away the state' s revenue. I fee l sor ry
that I have to stand up here and keep you people here just so I
can say, I tried. I tried to be fair to the rest of you. I
tried. I begg ed them. Please, please don't let the insurance
companies take it all. Please don' t buy that hogwash that with
t he mi l l i on s t he y wi l l sav e t h ey a r e g oi ng t o g i v e b i gg e r
benefits, they are going to pay higher salaries. If they are
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